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CVC CLINIC NEWS
Welcome to the September dairy newsletter! We hope everyone is
enjoying the break in rainfall and Spring sunshine that has arrived in
it’s place. Things have been very busy here at CVC with some producers still in the thick of calving, most flat out with AI and some already
up to preg testing! This month we have included some information
about your preg testing options at CVC as well as tips for heifer management and how to plan ahead for pink eye prevention. A little update below on some stock changes regarding mastitis treatments so
please take note as it may affect your next drug order. As always we
love helping our clients get the best out of their cows and production
system so please do not hesitate to contact us for a chat!

PINK EYE IS COMING AND PREVENTION IS KEY!
Pinkeye or bovine infectious keratoconjunctivitis is
a highly contagious ocular infection of cattle most
commonly caused by the bacterium Morexella
bovis. The bacterium produces a toxin that causes
aggressive inflammation of the eye, often resulting
in short term or permanent blindness in cattle. The
bacteria Morexella bovoculi has also been implicated as the causative agent on some farms in Australia.
Pinkeye can affect up to 80% of a mob usually affecting young cattle
during the summer and autumn months in Victoria. The important thing
to remember about pink eye is that the infection is almost always started after trauma to the eye. Quite often feeding hay or grazing crops can
scratch the eye surface making way for bacteria to start an infection. Immune suppression caused by co-mingling of cattle and stressors such as
inadequate nutrition, heat stress and parasite burdens can also dramatically affect the impact of pink eye on a herd.
COOPERS Piliguard ® is a single dose vaccination registered for aid in the
prevention of pink eye associated with infection by Moraxella bovis
strains. The vaccine must be given 3-6 weeks prior to
the start of the pink eye season. Annual re-vaccination
is recommended to maintain protection. For the best
outcomes we recommended vaccinating in early October. If you would like to discuss pinkeye prevention in
your herd or order your Piliguard vaccine please do
not hesitate to contact the clinic, so we can help you
be prepared to beat the flies this season!
If you have had trouble in the past with the pink eye vaccine not working,
you may have a strain that is not covered by the vaccine. CVC can assist
with laboratory development of a farm specific vaccine by swabbing and
culturing samples from affected eyes.

Camperdown Veterinary
Centre
1 Leura Street , Camperdown
Ph: (03) 5593 1077
Hours:
• 8:00am – 5:30pm
(Monday – Friday)
• 8:30am – 12:00pm

Dairy Drug Orders
Established dairy clients
can request non-urgent
drug orders to be
delivered on farm any
day. We will endeavour
to deliver within 24
hours.

Please follow our CVC Facebook page to stay up to date
with the latest COVID-19 news regarding clinic operations.
Farm visits are still running as normal. Please be patient
and call ahead for drug orders so we have time to prepare
them for you.

PLEASE NOTE—changes to lactating cow
treatments
•

Orbenin LA is back! After
some issues with supply
we are glad to advise
dairy clients that we now
have Orbenin LA available. This product contains the antibiotic cloxacillin. Please note this is a long acting intramammary product and has a milk with-hold
period of 120 hours (10 milkings) following
the last treatment.

•

We still have Ampiclox LC available.
If you had success with
this product while Orbenin
was unavailable we are
happy to continue stocking
this product so let us
know!

•

Special Formula Forte V is being discontinued.
We have a limited number of treatments still
available so get in quick
because once it is gone
there will be no more!

PREGNANCY DIAGNOSIS IN DAIRY HERDS
It’s that time of year again to get organised and book in your pregnancy testing!
Pregnancy diagnosis is a crucial part of a production system as it allows planning for the season
ahead. At CVC we offer bovine pregnancy diagnosis with both manual palpation and ultrasound.

•

Manual pregnancy diagnosis is performed by rectal palpation and can be performed at
anytime of pregnancy over 6 weeks.

•

Ultrasound pregnancy diagnosis is used in most dairy herds these days due to increased
accuracy and speed (pictured right). All negative results are checked manually to ensure no
pregnancies are missed. Scanners can be used to detect pregnancies from 35 days.

The benefits of early pregnancy diagnosis in dairy herds include:
■

Knowing when cows will calve can help plan drying off so that all cows get an
adequate break from lactation prior to calving.

■

Empty cows can be identified early and re-submitted for service within the joining
period

■

Decisions can be made early for cows to be culled

■

Formulating feed budgets

The further in-calf a cow is at pregnancy diagnosis, the harder it is to be accurate with foetal
aging. Between 6 and 16 weeks gestation, pregnancy diagnosis is very accurate and gives the
best results.
Two pregnancy tests are recommended in dairy herds:
■

First test 15 weeks after the start of AI

■

Another test 6-7 weeks after the bull is removed from the herd

Ultrasound image of a 9 week
old fetus. This is the ideal age
to pregnancy test with the ultrasound.

Additionally, we have access to the program DairyData so we are able to record and analyse your pregnancy diagnosis results and
help you make informed decisions about your herds reproduction. Please do not hesitate to call and chat with one of our vets
about booking in your herd’s pregnancy testing!

DAIRY HEIFER MANAGEMENT
As we approach the end of calving for most producers, many will be looking at weaning this year’s
heifers. While many will be glad to clear out the sheds for a few months, the growth and health of your
future milkers should remain of primary importance!
Regular weighing and examination of your heifer can help ensure they meet their target weights and remain as healthy as possible. Young heifers are extremely prone to the effects of parasites so herds should
have regular faecal egg counts (FEC) to determine the need to drench. FEC trays are available from the
clinic to collect faecal samples from your herd. We run these tests in house and have results the same day
to allow you to make quick drenching decisions.
Critical mating weights are one of the key drivers of heifer fertility. Weight has an extremely large influence on the age at which
heifers go through puberty and begin to cycle. Larger heifers have higher milk production, greater longevity and better fertility in the
long term. Critical mating weight is the weight at which 85% or more of heifers joined will fall pregnant in 6 weeks, and is the
minimum weight a heifer should be at the start of mating. The actual weight varies between breeds, and is based on the mature
weight of the herd. Heifers usually begin cycling around 55% of their mature body weight, and are sexually mature at 65%. Once they
have reached sexual maturity, the chance of each heifer becoming pregnant during joining is maximised. This means that for a 500 kg
mature weight cow, heifers need to be a minimum of 320 kg at joining.
One of the most crucial determinants of heifers reaching critical mating weight is ensuring they are a good weight at weaning. Dairy
Australia has some excellent resources on target weights for heifers.
The recommended weight at weaning is:
→

100-110 kg for a Holstein– Friesian

→

90-100 kg for Jerseys.

At CVC we have a set of digital scales available for use throughout the year. Additionally we can assist
you with weighing and assessing heifers suitability for joining. If you have poor fertility in your heifers,
or if your first calving heifers are always a problem to get back in calf, speak to us about heifer management for better reproductive success.

