
Dairy Drug Orders  

Established dairy   

clients can request 

non-urgent drug    

orders to be delivered 

on farm any day. We 

will endeavour to   

deliver within 24 

hours.  

Camperdown Veterinary  

Centre  

1 Leura Street  

Ph: (03) 5593 1077  

Hours: 

• 8:00am – 5:30pm  (M – F) 

• 9-12pm (Saturday)              
Drug collection only, vet            
available for emergencies.  

SAVE THE DATE!  

Our client Christmas party will be held on the                            
14th of December under the elm trees outside 

the clinic. Look for your invite coming in the 
mail! 
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CVC CLINIC NEWS 

Welcome to the first dairy newsletter for Spring! In true south west Victoria 

style, the weather has been keeping us on our toes with everything from thun-

derstorms to scorching sunshine. Most farmers have been taking advantage of 

the sunshine and getting started on silage making between showers. We have 

had some staffing changes at CVC in the last few weeks. Kate and Steve are 

feathering the nest as they prepare for the arrival of their baby and enjoy work-

ing on their newly acquired farm. We wish them all the best and a safe arrival! 

CVC would like to introduce our newest team member, Dr Maddy Davis. Maddy 

joined us in early October after graduating from Charles Sturt University in July. 

Maddy is keen on all aspects of mixed practice and looks forward to meeting 

our clients as she gets out and about on farm. The silly season is rapidly ap-

proaching so please keep an eye out for updates on CVC events such as our 

client Christmas party in December! Also, it will soon be time to start thinking 

about placing drug orders to ensure you have adequate to get you through the 

holiday period. We will send an SMS reminder closer to the cut-off date. 

PARASITE PROBLEMS!  

LUNG WORM 

“Lungworm”  is caused by the round worm Dictyocaulus vivipa-
rus and generally occurs in stock less than 10 months of age. 
Animals with poor immunity that are exposed to high numbers 
of worm larvae when put onto pasture are  especially at risk.  

Infection begins when cattle graze infective L3  larvae from the 
pasture. Larvae penetrate the gut, enter the lymphatic system 
and are carried to the lungs. During this time, they develop 
further, reaching adulthood in the large airways of the lungs.  
Clinical signs of lungworm  infections include coughing, rapid 
breathing, nasal  discharge, loss of appetite and ill thrift. In se-
vere cases death may occur.  

Important points to remember to prevent lungworm infection 
include: 

• Do not graze young, susceptible cattle on pasture con-
taminated with larvae by older cattle. For example, 
don’t graze spring calves on pasture grazed by autumn 
calves.  

• A “mectin” drench should be used regularly to prevent 
lung worm infection. Check the drench label to ensure it 
is  active against cattle lungworm.  

OSTERTAGIA 

The abomasal nematode Ostertagia ostertagi is a signficant 
cause of parasitic gastroenteritis in cattle. Ostertagia have a sim-
ple direct life cycle, that it consists of two stages; the free-living 
stage on pasture and parasitic stage in cattle. There are two 
types of disease caused by Ostertagia in cattle:          

■ Type I Ostertagiosis: Caused by rapid ingestion of large num-
bers of   infective larvae after the autumn break. Most com-
monly seen in groups of young calves (<18-24 months old) 
grazing pasture at high stocking rates. These animals tend to 
have poorly developed immunity hence their susceptibility. 
Initially there may be a period of reduced weight gain with 
poor coats before inappetence, profuse watery diarrhoea 
and severe weight loss develop.  

■ Type II Ostertagiosis: Usually occurs in animals 18-24 months 
due to the simultaneous emergence of encysted larvae from 
the abomasum. Most common in autumn after the return of 
cooler, higher rainfall conditions. Onset of disease is often 
sudden and sometimes associated with a stressful event  such 
as feed shortage or first calving. First calving heifers are par-
ticularly susceptible due to the combination of immune sup-
pression during pregnancy and the nutritional stress in early 
lactation.         



Orbenin Enduro Dry Cow Available  

We have a number of boxes of Enduro Dry Cow  available that 
will expire at the end of January 2022.  

This stock is the last available at the 2021 dry cow prices.  

Orbenin Enduro contains the antibiotic Cloxacillin, same as 
the previous product, Elaclox Dry Cow.  

If you are planning to dry off in the next few month, take ad-
vantage of our deal on dry cow products.  

Keep posted for the release of our 2022 dry cow prices in the 
next newsletter! 

 

REMINDERS  

Pregnancy testing  

Preg testing season has begun! A small reminder to plan ahead and 

get your herds booked in for pregnancy testing.   

For dairy herds we recommend performing two preg tests; the first 

15 weeks after the start of AI  and another test 6-7 weeks after the 

bull is removed from the herd.  

At CVC we offer both manual and ultra-

sound preg testing for your convenience. 

Please give us a call if you would like to 

have a chat about booking in your preg 

testing! 

Pink eye control  

Pinkeye is multifactorial and occurs as an  interaction between bacte-

ria, animal factors and environment. It is important to consider all 

three areas when developing a pinkeye control program.  

Susceptible animals can be vaccinated 3-6 weeks prior to the onset of 

pink eye season with Coopers Piliguard. Annual re-vaccination is     

recommended to maintain protection.  

Vaccination is not a ‘silver bullet’ and needs to be used in conjunction 

with other important management strategies as discussed in our pre-

vious newsletters.  

Look out for polio!  

We have seen a number of polio cases lately so thought we 
would include some information on the condition since 
prompt diagnosis and treatment is critical for a good out-
come.  

“ Polio” or polioencephalomalacia (PEM) is a neurological 
condition of cattle associated with a deficiency in Vitamin B1 
or Thiamine. Thiamine or Vitamin B1, is normally  produced 
by bacteria in the rumen of cattle and sheep on well-balanced 
roughage   diets. Thiamine deficiency reduces energy availa-
bility to the brain, which leads to a type of brain degeneration 
called polioencephalomalacia. Most outbreaks of PEM are 
sporadic and affect only a couple of animals in a mob, but 
death rates of up to 10% have been reported.  All ages and 
classes of stock can be affected.  

Signs of PEM include agitation 
and anxiety, muscle twitching, 
blindness, high stepping gait, 
recumbency and seizures. Se-
verely affected animals may 
draw their head back so that it 
touches their spine. Affected cattle may show signs for days 
before eventually dying. See the image of the “ head back” 
appearance of a sheep with PEM.  

To diagnose PEM we can submit samples of an animals brain 
to the laboratory for histopathological examination. Response 
to thiamine treatment is usually diagnostic in live animals.   

The success of treatment in animals 
with PEM depends on when treat-
ment is initiated. If treated early, ani-
mals can have a rapid response within 
hours, while others may take up to 48 
hours and have ongoing neurological 
problems such as blindness. The treat-
ment of PEM involves supplementing 
with Thiamine. Thiamine can be given 
either as an oral drench or injection.  


