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Welcome to the last CVC Dairy newsletter for 2021!
Who would have thought that this year would have shared
so many similarities with 2020? We are very relieved to be
coming to the end of the year and hope that 2022 is going
to be smooth sailing with continued plentiful grass! Its
great to see everyone getting stuck into this years silage
harvest now that the summer weather has finally arrived.
This month we have touched on some important information regarding summer crops and a reminder for everyone about our Christmas opening hours this year! CVC
would like to extend a very warm welcome back to Dr
George Watson who has returned to us after a 2-year stint
in New Zealand. Its lovely to have George back in the
district and we look forward to picking his brains about NZ
farming systems and his take on our dairy industry.

Ph: (03) 5593 1077
Hours:
•

8:00am – 5:30pm
(Monday – Friday)

•

9am-12pm Saturday

Dairy Drug Orders
Established dairy clients can
have non urgent drug orders
delivered to your farm. Call
to place your order and we
will endeavour to deliver
within 24 hours.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
from all the team at CVC.
We thank you for your continued support in 2021!
Please join us for our annual client Xmas BBQ on
Tuesday 14th December under the elm trees!

Christmas and New Year Period Opening Hours:
Friday December 24th 2021

Christmas Eve

8:30am — 4pm

Saturday December 25th 2021

Christmas Day

CLOSED

Sunday December 26th 2021

Boxing Day

CLOSED

Monday December 27th 2021

Christmas Day Public Holiday

CLOSED

Tuesday December 28th 2021

Boxing Day Public Holiday

CLOSED

Wednesday December 29th 2021

CLOSED

Thursday December 30th 2021

CLOSED

Friday December 31st 2021

New Years Eve

CLOSED

Saturday January 1st 2022

New Years Day

CLOSED

Sunday January 2nd 2022

CLOSED

Monday January 3rd 2022

New Years Day Public Holiday CLOSED

Tuesday January 4th 2022

Normal hours

8:30am—5:30pm

• Please note the clinic will only be open for emergency visits over the Christmas and

New Year period.
• If you are planning to dry off over this period, please call now to order your dry cow

treatments and Teatseal. Also remember to check any other on-farm medications to
ensure you have enough to get your herd through the holiday period!
• Special orders need to be placed by Friday the 10th of December to ensure adequate

time is allowed to receive your order before the Christmas period.

Congratulations to
Willie Hawker &
Roger Russell on
winning our
Teatseal raffle
Enjoy your eskies
and Christmas hams!

If anyone would like to
know more about
using the Teatseal
product in heifers or at
dry off, please give us a
call!

SUMMER CROPS & COW HEALTH
While crops can be a very useful way to fill the summer feed deficit, they can have some adverse animal health effects if not
managed correctly. Some conditions you should keep an eye out for while grazing summer crops include:
Conditions that may affect cattle grazing summer crops include:

• Ruminal bloat—Bloat is a risk when animals are grazing young, lush pasture, particularly
if the pasture has high legume content (clover, medics or lucerne). Ruminant animals
produce large volumes of gas during the normal process of digestion. This gas either is
belched up or passes through the gastrointestinal tract. If something interferes with gas
escaping from the rumen, bloat occurs. Death can occur within hours of being placed on
high risk pasture due to respiratory distress from abdominal distension.

• Nitrate/nitrite toxicity— Nitrate accumulation in plants is a potential danger to grazing
animals—they may cause diarrhoea, but their main importance is as a source of nitrite.
Nitrites cause respiratory distress due to interference with oxygenation of blood and
often result in sudden death of multiple animals within a herd. Low light is a critical
factor in the accumulation of nitrate in plants; dull overcast conditions are favourable for
plant growth but not for photosynthesis, resulting in nitrate accumulation in plants.
Many weeds, crop and pasture plants have been reported as capable of causing nitrate
and/or nitrite poisoning including capeweed, Brassica crops, variegated thistle and lush
annual ryegrass. The presence of “muddy-brown” mucous membranes (pictured right)
and a history of sudden death is usually diagnostic for nitrate poisoning. Risk of nitrate
poisoning can be reduced by grazing risky pasture in the afternoon, feeding for shorter
periods, or “pre-feeding” with carbohydrate-rich feed or hay to prevent gorging. Nitrite
poisoning requires urgent veterinary attention.

• Ruminal acidosis— Ruminal acidosis results from sudden ingestion of
large amounts of feed that is rich in rumen-fermentable carbohydrates typically grain but occasionally potatoes and root crops. Fermentation of
these products in the rumen results in rapid production of lactic acid
which drop rumen pH and subsequently result in a seriously ill cow. It
may cause varying degrees of diarrhoea and dehydration and other
symtoms ranging from inappetence and low milk production to being
severely dehydrated and unable to rise.

• Photosensitivity (Swamp fever) - Photosensitivity is a severe condition
in which the skin becomes abnormally sensitive to sunlight after
animals have eaten certain toxic plants. There are two main types of
photosensitivity, they are classified according to the source of the
photodynamic agent (a component of the skin that is very sensitive to
ultraviolet light). Primary photosensitivity— is caused by ingestion of
plants that contain light sensitive substances such as brassica crops
(rape and turnips) or St. Johns Wort. The toxic substance gets
absorbed into the cow’s circulation and destroys cell membranes in the
skin when the animal is exposed to UV light. Signs of photosensitivity
include irritation, kicking, head shaking and swelling of affected areas.
Often the first sign will be cows kicking cups off. As the condition
progresses there is blistering, necrosis and sloughing of the skin. White hairless areas of skin are usually most
affected due to their lack of pigmentation protecting from skin damage.

• Choke—choke or oesophageal obstruction is relatively common in
cattle because they consume their food rapidly and normally
regurgitate and re-masticate their food into smaller particles. Choke
is common in cattle grazing root crops such as turnips, potatoes,
onions and even maize. The size and nature of these crops make
them difficult for cows to chew and are the perfect size to obstruct
the oesophagus. Cattle with choke usually exhibit acute distress
with their head lower and extended - they may hypersalivate and
frequently attempt to swallow. Some cattle may develop bloat due
to gas not being able to escape the rumen.

